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INtroduction

This book contains over 700 activities for EFL and ESOL students, and is intended to cover
all the important topics, functions and structures from elementary to upper-intermediate
level. The majority of activities included here are short and to the point, giving the teacher
an opportunity to provide on-the-spot practice, either when the planned materials have
proved insufficient, or when a change of focus is needed. They can also be included in
normal lesson planning. This is an invaluable resource for experienced and inexperienced
teachers, and is unique in that the activities require no preparation. All that is needed is a
quick look through the chosen activity to check the language involved and to estimate the
time needed. 700 Classroom Activities is the ideal tool for teachers who appreciate the
importance of reacting to students’ needs, as and when they arise.

How to use this book

700 Classroom Activities is divided into four sections: conversation, functions, grammar
and vocabulary. The activities within these sections are organised into categories that
are arranged alphabetically, so that using the book is a simple matter of turning to the
appropriate page for the topic in hand. There is an index at the back of this book, where
the main references are in bold. There are also references to activities in which the topic
is covered incidentally.

The activities fall into four main categories:

e The teacher prompts students with questions, key words or phrases.

 Cues are written on the board. This can either be done while students are engaged in the
previous task, or they can be elicited during the presentation.,

e The activity is instigated by means of a short dictation, or through the allocation of roles
to individuals or groups.

* A project is assigned to individual students and they make preparations outside the class
for an activity to be carried out in the next lesson.

The majority of activities are written as if spoken directly to the student. The language is not
graded for lower levels because of the need to keep the instructions clear and concise for the
teacher, so sometimes they will need simplifying. Instructions to the teacher are written in
brackets. There is sometimes more than one activity under each heading. The start of each
activity is indicated with a ».

Grading

The level of difficulty is suggested next to each activity heading with shading on the
corresponding level icon (E for Elementary, P for Pre-intermediate, I for Intermediate and
U+ for Upper-intermediate). The range is wider for conversation topics, where the teacher
can usually grade the language according to the class. It is more restricted for grammar
topics, where structures are targeted at specific levels.

The danger sign A

There are some topics in this book which may offend particularly sensitive or easily
embarrassed students, and others which might lead to antagonism between students
with potentially conflicting opinions. These topics have been marked A\ . It is at the
teacher’s discretion to decide whether or not these activities are appropriate.

Introduction 5



Timing

No timing has been given for any of the activities; the size of the class, the enthusiasm
of students for conversation topics and their aptitude for grammatical structures will
determine how long an activity takes. It is also up to the teacher to determine how far

an activity should go, especially where there is a list of questions or cue words which do
not necessarily have to be fully exploited.

Projects

These are assigned to students to work on outside the classroom, either for feedback in
a subsequent lesson, or leading into a classroom activity. Many projects, and some other
activities, require research on the Internet. These are marked (Www,

Focus

Most activities have two or more parts, usually with a different focus in each - pairs,
groups, open class, etc. — and often using ditferent skills. Where activities begin with
questions, these are in open class unless otherwise stated. Similarly, feedback is held
in open class at the end of activities. Unless a special focus is required, no specific
instruction is given to the teacher to conduct a feedback session; it should happen as a
matter of course,.

It is always good to vary the focus, to have students working together in different
combinations and, at some stage during the course, with every other student. This book
encourages different groupings and students should get used to moving from one place
to another, as well as mingling in the middle of the room. Wherever space permits it is
advisable to have the seats and tables in a horseshoe. When putting students together

in groups these should be as diverse as possible, with students from different backgrounds
and with different interests sharing experiences and opinions through English. In mixed
nationality classes there is the obvious advantage of being able to exploit the diversity of
cultures for encouraging a great deal of information exchange. Students also benefit
from the relative strengths in English that different language speakers have.

When teachers get to know their students well they will identify experiences and abilities

in certain students that they would like to encourage them to talk about. There are stages
to many activities which involve groups interviewing an individual. This is usually at the
end of an activity.

Team games are an integral part of many activities and they enable the kind of friendly
competitiveness that increases students’ emotional involvement in the lesson, and
therefore their receptiveness. They are also great fun. In team work, and other group
activities, it is important to make sure that one student does not dominate, either by
saying too much during conversations, or by giving too many answers during games.

If one student dominates, ask him/her not to give any more answers until everybody else
in the team has had a go.

Written instructions

It is usually a good idea to write up the title of the activity at the outset, as a way of
leading into the topic, and sometimes the first question to the class is about the title itself.
Occasionally, however, the main point of the activity is intended to be kept secret until a
later stage. In these instances, which will be obvious to the teacher, the title is not written up.

Where written cues are needed, these are kept short to reduce writing up time. A few
examples and sentences require a bit more writing, and this can be done while the class
is involved in the previous activity or stage. Students can also copy sentences as they are
written, and these can include gaps to be filled in so that students are making decisions
as they write.
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Conversation

Accommodation

My house

# In pairs, tell each other about the place you live. Is it a flat or a house? Do you rent it?
Describe your favourite room.

Tell your partner about an interesting place you have lived, e.qg. I used to live on a boat /
in atent ...

» Brainstorm some different kinds of accommodation and think of an adjective to
describe each one, e.g. palace — luxurious.

In small groups, d1scuss the advantages and dlsadvantages of living in these places.

TRt fen i iin.dbans st o Thesn il SDilawsenaend sl
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Flatmates

In pairs, imagine you are looking for someone to share your flat. Write a newspaper
advertisemment including information about the room, the flat and a contact number.
Make sure you both have a copy of the ad.

Swap partners with another pair and role-play this telephone conversation.

Student A, you have put an advertisement for a flatmate in the local paper. However, in
order to save money you kept it short: ‘Room to rent. Call 020 876 1421.’

Student B, you are looking for a room. Ask student A about the room, the flat, the other
tenants, the rent and any rules.

Swap roles, and role-play the conversation again.

What problems can happen between flatmates? (Brainstorm ideas with the class about
these issues. )

e e e eAm L W rnnn.. AN T Th L gL . aastne AR eea e e B e e eee e sra L e e STt Taia iaans SRR STRTIS LS e RSN SE LS L ettt DL e e m ST T LY s STUS LD e s s s T

..........................................................................................................................

Imagine you went ahead with the tenancy. It is now six months later and you are fed up

with living together. In your pairs, role-play an argument. Try to sort out your differences.

Ideal home

In small groups, design your dream home and garden. Include information about rooms,
decor, furniture, equipment, facilities, location and staff. Prepare a short presentation to
the class. If there is an artist in the group, get him/her to do some illustrations.

Have a class vote for the best house.

Projects

------------- - Visit a stately home website and make notes about it to bring to the next lesson.
Descrlbe the home to the class.

#» Find a house for sale on the Internet, print out the description and bring it to the class.
In pairs, role-play a conversation between the estate agent and a prospective buyer.

Conversation
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Animal talk
In groups of three or four, discuss these questlons

M RRATELT g e R R P e e i B T 1 I E R e e e e Db D L R R i v L DL AL F A S P b g DD B R R AR g e e RS AL A AR

Whats your favourrte ahlmal'? Why’? ave you ever had a pet‘? Tell Us about rt
Do you prefer cats or dogs? Why? ow do people treat animals in your country?

...............................

What ahrmats do you eat’? What do you thrnk of blood sports’?

Animal extremes
In palrs agree on an animal to fit each of these descnptlons

..........................................................................

the btggest the most beautn‘ul the most dahgerous the fastest the slowest
the most unusual, the ouddhest the ughest the smelliest, the friendiiest

B L LR T e e P P R e LR B N - SELLE SRR P PRV SR F L TR Y L n RRr PR R e S T T S L LR -

..............................................................................

s e T A P A S A L TR A

Compare your ideas with another pair.

Animal expressions

B In small groups explam these idiomatic expressmns
He S a Wohc In sheep S olothlng I've got a trog N my throat
| feel like a fish out of water. She's got ants in her pants.
Thats Iet the cat out of the bag He's the black sheep of the famlly

P T S B I T S - L Tt R S L T S N T R i L T R AERLTE S e ] B R RN TR S TaewledlSI

. B e T S Tt L L TE ELTIE I L L P L L T L

The early bird (oatohes the worm) Don t Iook a gn‘t horse (|n the mouth)
Monkey see, (monkey do). Don’t count your chickens (before they’re hatched).
Let sleepmg dogs (he) Wheh the cat’s away, (the mice will play)

..................................

D I E SC TR R PP P P R P S e e S T L T L L R R LR T

I'm going to read the real endings, out of sequence. Write them down and decide which
expressions they fit. Discuss what the proverbs mean.

Do you have animal proverbs in your language? Explain some to the class.

Animal stories

In small groups, brainstorm a few of the pros and cons of the following: keeping animals

in zoos; modern livestock farming and pest control. In your groups, choose one of these
wr1t1n9 tasks. Appomt one person to do the wrltmg

i e T oy R VP R R L T R R L A e i R A R T R R D R T L e LA LA LR T

the thoughts ot an elephaht N a zoo, |nclud|ng an acoount of how he ehded up there |
the script of a conversation between a sheep and a pig on a farm
an account of the day -to- day life of a mouse ||V|ng INn your kitchen

LTIV sy B i R T IIb-e L  E E  CCE A T T DN FINNPIE

Crime and punishment

Victims of crime A

Have you, or anybody you know, ever been the victim of a crime? In pairs, tell your
partner what happened.

8 700 Classroom Activities
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Punishment A

In pairs, decide on approprlate penoltles for these crimes.

R R T e e B e o e i e e e A b e iy T b o P e LA B e e A b R S R (R L A R T L LU FRLIRRY AR AT L] TR e, I L Ak R B E R R o AR L A} SR TR R g Aok
=

muggrng joyndrng vandalrsm rape ehopln‘tmg murder drrnk dnwng manslaughter

Compare your answers with another pair. Then write a list of factors that make a crime
more serious and those that make a crime less serious, €.g. homeless person stealing food.

Neighbourhood watch

There has been an increase in crime in your neighbourhood, especially violent crime
and car crime. You are going to attend a meeting to decide what to do.

Prepare for the meeting in pairs. Discuss your ideas and make notes.

Pair A, you are:
The local MP - You represent the government’s new ‘get tough on crime’ policy.
The local chief of police - You believe in zero tolerance towards criminals.

Pair B, you are:

A local youth worker — You want more money for community projects and you believe
that prevention is better than punishment.

An ex-criminal - You are now working to help reformed criminals.

Pair C, you are:
The leader of the local tenants’ association — You want a safer environment for the tenants.
A reporter from the local newspaper — You want find out the views of all concerned.

Pairs A, B and C, join to form groups of six. Role-play the meeting.

(If the class does not divide into groups of six, extra students can join pair C as reporters
or local residents or act as chairperson to manage the meeting.)

Big bad wolf? /\

Who knows the story of Little Red Riding Hood? Form groups with those who do not and
tell them the story. (If no one knows it, tell the class yourself and then ask for a summary.)

Write a few adjectives to describe Little Red Riding Hood and a few to describe the wolf.
Here is some evidence that suggests the wolf was not the criminal but the victim.

% The wolf has been found murdered He was shot three trmes sk|nned and dumped I the
 river with his stomach full of stones. When Little Red Riding Hood was arrested she had

the wolfs ooat on and was oarrylng a gun The grandmother has drsappeared

L e GEoae T S WA TR G b g s s s e T T S

Work in groups of three. Role—ploy the police interview with Little Red Riding Hood.
Students A and B, you are police officers and you want a confession.

Student C, you are Little Red Riding Hood. Deny everything and give an alibi. Explain
how you came to have the coat and gun.

Police officers, report back to the class. What was Little Red Riding Hood’s explanation?
Are you going to charge her? If so, has she got anything to say before she’s charged?

Capital punishment A
Do you agree with the saying ‘An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth’?

Work in two groups: those in favour of capital punishment, and those against it. Prepare
your arguments for a class debate. Appoint one person to speak first for your group,

and another to speak second. The others should help with the arguments and listen for
problems with the other group’s arguments. (Put anyone who is undecided in the smaller
nf the two groups. You could also ask a student to chair the debate.)

Conversation 9



Organised crime A

[s there a powerful crime organisation in your country? What is it called and what kinds
of activity is it involved in? Does it have any influence in government? Why is organised
crime so powerful in some countries and not in others?

Work in two groups, A and B.

Group A, you are the leaders of the main global crime organisations. Brainstorm ideas to
improve your power and profit.

Group B, you are the leaders of the police forces of the most powerful countries. Brainstorm
ideas to help reduce the power of organised crime.

Compare ideas as a class with students in Group A taking it in turns to call out one of
their ideas for students in Group B to try and counteract, e.g.

A — We’re going to smuggle more into the country through the ports.
B — Well, we've decided to increase security and the number of random checks at all ports.

Project (www

Visit a website on the subject of crime, e.g. the FBI's ten most wanted website. Make notes
on what you find out for a presentation to the class.
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Culture clash A

» What are the advantages and disadvantages of life in a multicultural city? What does
the proverb ‘When in Rome do as the Romans do’ mean? Do you agree with it?

B [N groups discuss the differences between cultures usmg these topics.

festrvals tamrly, weddrngs relrgron Ianguage gestures
music, food art alphabet olothrng famous people

BrodlodlantoadRAliatadnrrAIN RN Mliaanl R PERCPE e -w\-ﬂ-

B What happens when different cultures meet? Think of positive examples, e.g. the
Moorish influence on Spain.

Customs and traditions
» In small groups discuss what you know about these festivals.

Carnrval Easter Guy Fawkes nght Ohrnese New Year Erd
~ Diwali, Christmas, Thanksgiving, Passover, Pancake Day

Find a partner from another group. Did his/her group know anything that your group
didn’t?

# In small groups, ask each other about your own countries, or other countries you know
well. What is the national ...?

dish, sport, dress, drink, music, monument
(It it’s a single nationality class, answer questions about the UK/USA. Then ask students to
work in groups and write sentences about another country. Allocate a different country

to each group. Ask them to read out their sentences and see if the other groups can guess
the country.)

10 700 Classroom Activities



High culture
B What cultural activities do you take part in?

In pairs, tell each other about what you do and the places you go, e.g. cinemas, theatres,

galleries, museums, etc. (Ask students to specify films, plays and exhibitions.)
#» Mingle with the rest of the class and find out everyone’s favourite painting, building

find someone with the same three favourites?

Education

My school
In groups tell each other about a school you went to as a child.

T T B R e i - T T T 3 L - TR E LA TS

where |t was, a teaoher you admrred a teacher you detested a good fr|end
your favourite subjects, your best/worst subjects, a memorable day

T R T L T e R S e R et T - R O I T T R T T O I L T S Py

Would you send your child to the same school? Why (not)?

English school system

What are the stages of the English school system? (Draw the chart on the board and elicit

as much as possible from the class.)

5-11 Primary School

11-14 All Subjects
11-16 Secondary School 14-16 GSCE ‘O’ levels, including Maths and English

Start Work

Further Education / Technical College Vocational Courses

16-18 Secondary School | 3 or 4 GCSE ‘A’ levels

18+ University Degree

In small groups, compare the English school system with the system in your country,
including subjects, fees, age ranges, degree length, etc.

Discipline
# How do you think disobedient and disruptive schoolchildren should be disciplined?
In groups decide on the best methods.

R P R A L LR s L b FECRLES SR R R R D

corporal punlshment Irnes drscussron expulsron detentron parents
young offender institutions / reform schoolis, prrvrleges child psychologist

RETEIE - B T R - Lt L At L U L TSP P P Y P S TSN

P In groups, tell each other about something bad that you, or somebody you know,
did at school. What was the punishment? Was there anybody at your school who was
particularly disruptive or delinquent? Do you know what happened to him/her in
later life?

Conversation

and piece of music. Note down the name of anyone who shares your opinion. Did anyone

11



Study skills
In pairs, compare the woy you study, including these categories.

notes flllng drctlonarles other reference books speakrng I olass
asklng questlons handouts vocabulary Iearnlng techhlques

e A A e i R A T I LR P L A o LR I e S A b S A A T

In small groups, discuss the advice you would give to a student who wants to learn a
new language. Agree on your top ten suggestions for effective study, e.g. Keep a vocabulary
notebook using different colours for different parts of speech. Ask the teacher if you do not
understand something.

Class contract

In small groups, make two lists of duties to help make a class effective: 1) students’ duties;
and 2) the teacher’s duties, e.g. The students must arrive on time. The teacher must correct
written work within a week. Compare your lists with the other groups.

Which duties should go in a class contract? (Elicit ideas and write them on the board.)

Projects (www

Work with another student who would like to study the same subject as you. Visit
a university or FE (Further Education) college website and print out some information.
Find out about courses, fees, entry qualifications and other activities available for students.

Environment

Green manifesto
B What are the main threats facing our environment? How can they be avoided?
In polrs discuss these questlons comparing your experlence of different countries.

B R T P T L P A A o e T T Ik = I R P B T A i e T A R P A

What are the most Well known ecologrcal threats’? Are people envrronmehtally oonsmous'?
Is there a Green Party’? How IS the rubbish dealt W|th’? What reoyolrng facilities are there?

R L T I T T U S W S S S L LR LR LI L I S L PRy T T O S T N U S 1

# In groups, write a Green Party manifesto, giving your proposals for an environmentolly
friendly lifestyle.

Public consultation meeting

A paper factory is planned for your town, which is very beautiful but high in
unemployment. There are concerns from the local community about pollution and the
destruction of an ancient forest nearby.

In groups of eight, you are going to role-play a public consultation meeting to listen to
local views. (Allocate these roles. If the class does not divide into groups of eight, drop one
or two of the roles.)

In favour of the factory: the mayor, a representative of the paper company, the building
contractor, an unemployed person.

Against the factory: a member of the Green Party, an environmental scientist, a local
craftsman, a local hotel owner.

Before the meeting, discuss your arguments with the people who share your views,
considering pollution, visual impact, tourism, jobs and effects on other businesses.

Role-play the meeting.

12 700 Classroom Activities



Eco-warrior
What is an ‘eco-warrior’? What kind of issues do they fight for and how do they fight
for them?

In pairs, imagine a motorway is being built through an area of oustanding natural
beauty. How would you oppose it if you were an eco-warrior? What arguments would
you make, and what arguments would you expect from the developer?

Role-play an interview between a journalist and an eco-warrior chained to a tree. Discuss
the planned development, how long he/she has been there and what he/she plans to do

- when the bulldozers arrive.

' Fashion

Fashion statements

In small groups, briefly discuss these questions and choose someone to report the group’s
Oplmons and answers to the class.

o e I b e

Where do you buy your olothes'?
.~ What is the most expensive garment you've ever bought?
. What is good and bad taste in clothes?
- Who is the best-dressed person in the class?
.~ Which countries are the most influential in fashion?
. What do you think of the fur trade?
- What famous designers do you know about?

What is a ‘fashion statement’?

Do you ever make your own clothes?

What piece of ctothing would you most like to buy?

What piece of clothing would you most hate to wear?

s fashion important? Why (not)?

What do oIothes teII you about the person Wearrng them’?

.................

Uniforms

Why do people wear uniforms? Have you ever worn one? Tell us when it was, and why you

wore it. How is a uniform different from a dress code? What is ‘dressing down'?

Here is a list of people who dress in a particular way. Describe how they dress. Can you
think of any more?

et B I L AT A
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In small groups, discuss why these groups dress as they do. What messages are they trying

to send?

Clothes lines
In groups discuss the meamng of these soymgs

...............................

Keep |t under your hat Nt wear the trousers in thrs famrly 5
We'll have 1o tighten our belts. She’s got a bee in her bonnet. |
Keep your shirt on. e was caught with his pants down.
Put yourself in my shoes. e’s too big for his boots.

T T T T L I I T P PP e

Tell the rest of the class some clothes sayings from your country.

Conversation
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Projects (ww)

B~ Write a description of someone you saw today, or an imaginary description of a famous
person you'd like to meet. Then work in pairs. Student A, read the beginning of your
description. Student B, ask yes/no questions about what the person was wearing. Then
swap roles.

- Use the Internet to find a biography of a famous fashion designer. Make notes for a
short presentation. Bring some pictures of his/her designs you feel strongly about. Work in
small groups and show the others what you have brought and why you chose the designer.

i Food

Eating habits

has the healthiest diet?

#» [I'm going to ask you some questions. Listen carefully to each one. (Direct each question
to a different student. Listen to the answer, then ask another student to repeat the question.
Ask the whole class to write it down.)

B A T E IR 44

Are you a good cook? What is your speciality? What is your favourite fruit? What's the most
- expensive thing you've ever eaten”? What do you think of British food”? What's a typical
- dish of your country? What topping do you like on pizzas”? Who does the cooking at home?

[n pairs, ask and answer all the questions.

= In groups, find out how many different kinds of restaurant your group has been to, e.g.
Chinese, Greek, etc. Which group has been to the most?

In your goups, imagine you are all going out for a meal. Agree on which kind of restaurant
to go to.

Potato game

# Jake turns to name one thing that can be done with a potato, e.g. It can be used as a
paper weight. If you can’t think of an ideaq, you are out of the game. The last person to give
a use is the winner.

B [n groups, take turns to think of a vegetable and answer these ten questions without
naming the vegetable. After each question, one of the others in the group will have a go
at guessing what the vegetable is. Whoever gets it right wins points — 10 on the first guess,
9 on the second, and so on.

1Can|tbebo|1ed’? s people o e e e s
2 lIs it countable or uncountable? 7 What do you eat it with?
3 Does it grow in the ground? 8 How big is it?
4 Can you eat it raw”? 9 What colour is it”
5 Is it bitter or sweet? 10 What's the first letter?
Rice
In small groups, make a list of different ways of cooking rice, e.g. egg fried rice, paella, rice
pudding.

On your own, write instructions for how to cook perfect rice. Comﬁhre them with the others
In your group.

14 700 Classroom Activities
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Food survey

I'm going to dictate one question to each person. Mingle and ask all the other students
your question. Make a note of their answers. (Dictate each question quickly, but go
through them two or three times so that students get another chance to take down their
questlon After the survey, elicit the results and write them on the board.)

TR L L R e LR XL P

How much tea or oofree do you drrnK every day’? Do you eat health tood’?

Have you ever tried (Indian/Japanese/Greek) food? -ow often do you eat out”

What is your biggest meal of the day? Do you like fish and chips?

How much do you spend on food every week? Do you prefer Coke or Pepsi?
What do you eat for breakfast? Where do you buy your food?
Do you eat free-range eggs”? Do you eat a lot ot chocolate’?

Shopping lists

Work in small groups. I'll come round and write down the kind of meal you are going
to cook. Agree a shopping list of all the things you need for this meal. When you have

3 3 L R e e R L e R e AR T SN L

ﬁmshed look at the other groups hsts and try to guess the occasion they are preparing for.
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a Sunday meaI for frve peOpIe a picnic in the park
a romantic dinner for two a full English breakfast

%.
3
PR R

Sunday dinner

In groups of three, write a shopping list of the ingredients you will need for a three-course
Sunday dinner, taking charge of one course each. Write the menu. Look at the other
groups’ menus and decide which meal you would most like to have. (In mixed nationality
classes, try to make each group mixed.)

Restaurants
B Work in small groups. I'll give each group a different type of restaurant. Create a menu

and 1nclude starters main courses, 51de dlshes desserts and drmks Don’t forget the prices.

a steak house a vegetarlan cate an expensive French eatery, é
a rnotonNay service station restaurant a seafood restaurant

L L S S PR

..........................................

when and where the food and dnnk who you were Wlth the decor
the waiter, the music, what you talked about the other people there
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..........................

If anyone has experience of working in a restaurant, answer questions about the job from
the class.

Food for thought

In smoll groups dlSCUSS these questlons

I llnwvesner SEREER wend Deneandhad et nellh

Where IS famrne rnost common’?
Why does famine happen?
How can it be deait with”?

Can GM food help to avord famrne’?
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One man’s meat A

Have you ever eaten anything unusual? Is there anything which you think people should
not eat? Why?

In small groups, discuss where in the world people eat these foods, and whether you would
eat them. (Answers can be researched as port of the project below.)

R L LR T L LT e

sheeps eyes seaweed blrds nest soup snake Ioousts k|dneys sna|ls bra|ns tnpe flles
kangaroo steak, horse meat, sharks fin soup splders eggs frogs Iegs blaok puddlng
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In your groups, put the foods in order from the most to the least pleasant sounding.

E[Pfi4 Project W

Use the Internet to search for ‘weird food’, e.g. insects, ugli fruit, etc. Bring a printout
and description to the next class. In small groups, guess how to prepare and eat it.

Future

One day ...

[’'m going to dictate one prediction about the future to each person. Mingle and collect the
other students’ opinions on your prediction. Note their answers. (Dictate each sentence
quickly, but go through them two or three times so that students get another chance to
take down their pred1ct1on After the survey, elicit the results and write them on the board.)
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Computers WIH take over the world
Time travel will be possible.

We will find life in other solar systems.
Babies will be genetically modified.
Unintelligent clones will do all the hard work.

. Disease will be eliminated.

.~ People will live on Mars.

A comet will wipe out life on Earth.

We will learn how to travel at the speed of light.
English will be the only language in the world.
There will be no more war.

Everyone will live to be 200.

The environment will be destroyed.
Everybody wrll be dark sklnned

B

Time capsule

In small groups, agree a list of ten objects to put in a time capsule. It will be opened
in a thousand years and the objects will show what life was like in the 21st century.

Compare lists with another group and ask them to explain their choices.

(Here are some examples. Use them either to prompt ideas or for discussion after the
students have chosen their objects.)

............................................................

a trarnlng shoe a bag of household rubblsh a bottle of mineral water
a tabloid newspaper, a music CD, a picture of a traffic jam, a cigarette,
anti- depressants deoaffetnated ooﬁee a self help book, a mobﬂe phone

...............................................................................................................
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My future

In pairs, copy the table and fill it in for your partner by asking him/her questions, e.g.
Where will you be working in ten years’ time?

My Life In 1 year’s time In 10 years’ time In 30 years’ time

Job

Family

Housing

Geography

Mini lectures

In small groups, prepare a set of questions about the UK/USA/Australia/... . Write
questlons about these thmgs Then take turns to osk me your questions.

B s g i Ve av g AT s T TT O T e T a0 iR e AR A SR AR AR SRS EARTATY ARV AT EAG £ AL TR SRR A P g AR G AN G g g s e e s e

Work in poirs with someone from a country you don’t know. Ask and answer the same
questions, and make notes about the answers.

(In a single nationality class, write the students’ questions on the board and give a country
written on a piece of paper to each pair of students. They write as much as they can about
the country, then read out what they have written for other students to guess the country.)

Describe and draw

In pairs, tell each other about the most impressive mountain, waterfall and beach you
have ever seen.,

Sit facing each other and make sure you cannot see your partner’s notebook. Imagine a
beautiful scene, draw it and describe it to your partner, who will also draw it. When you
have both described your scenes, compare the drawings. How good were your descriptions?

Projects (www

B How many areas of outstanding natural beauty do you know about in the UK/USA/
Australia/Ireland? Have you been to any of them?

Work in four groups. I'm going to give each group a country and some areas. Use the
Internet to find out about these places, how you get there, what the landscape is like and
what kind of activities you can do there. Prepare a short presentotlon for the class.

S
i
?
H

UK: Lake Dlstrlct Snowdonia Skye New Forest
-~ USA: Grand Canyon, Yosemite National Park, Niagara Falls
Australia: Ayer’s Rock, Blue Mountains, Great Barrier Reef

reland: Giant’s Causeway, Ring of Kerry, Cliffs of Moher

» Bring a map of your country to the class and prepare a short talk including information
about these sub]ects

hlstonoal sn'es beautn‘ul places the area you re from the weather the economy

wrrtinal B T e P
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Health

FilV] Keeping fit
Who in the class thinks they are very healthy? Are there any fitness fanatics?

In groups, write ten pieces of advice for people who want to get fit.

Health care
[n groups dlSCU.SS the ways in Wthh health care has changed Here are some topics.

......................................................................................................................................................................................

Old and modern medicine: How have medical technnques |mproved’?
~ Nutrition: How has what we eat changed?
|ﬂStItUthﬂS How have hospitals and asylums changed’?

T T T A A AN e e e e E e B g e Lra e ee e R AN AL BN A s e S e s

Medicine

B In small groups, brainstorm the ways medicine has changed over the last hundred years.
Compare the medical services in the UK/USA with those in your country.

# In pairs, tell each other about the last time you went to hospital or the dentist.

Happiness

Work in two groups, A and B. Group A, brainstorm things that make people happy.
Group B, brainstorm things that make people unhappy.

Find a partner from the other group and compare your ideas. Agree a list of ten tips
for a happy life.

Health debate A

Work in two groups, A and B, for a class debate. (See Debate on page 29 for full
instructions.) Group A, prepare arguments in favour of these proposals. Group B,
prepare drguments dgdmst them.

B T L P e e LT

The state should not be expectec to pay for medncal care.

People who smoke or drink should pay for their medical treatment.
~ People who are terminally ill should have the right to die.
Medlcal advances justn‘y expenments on an[mals

S L T L

Superbugs

Do you think there will ever be a new pandemic disease? In groups, agree on the stages of
a plan for dealing with an outbreak of a previously unknown contagious disease. Think
about how to control the spread of the disease, identifying and curing it, and how to deal

- with public hysteria and the press.

Science and health A

In small groups, discuss what these newspaper headlines might be about. What are
your attitudes to the issues?

Government puts vitamins in water supply Human ear grown on Mouse’s back

Scientists create life Baby gets pig’s gene
Human genome mapped AIDS vaccine too expensive
Operatlon to separate Conjomed twins fails Ambulance men 10 strike
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Project (ww
Look up the World Health Organisation on the Internet and find out about these things.

~ the latest information about a current health topic
the life expectancy for men and women in your country
your oountrys annual heal’th expendrture

e i R - e TP PRSP LS SR SR

In class, work in groups and share the information you have found. (Some other issues
that you might like to suggest for research are clean water, tobacco, and nutrition.)

Heroes and heroines

My hero

What makes someone a hero? Who do you look up to in your family? Did you have a hero
at school? Tell us about him/her. Can you think of any anti-heroes?

Think of a famous hero and imagine you are that person. Stand at the front of the class
and answer the students’ questions. You can only answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’. They will try to
guess who you are. (Ask for volunteers, and if they can’t think of a hero give them one
of these. )
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Mahatma Gandhl James Bond Nelson I\/Iandela Superman Robln Hood
- Bob Marley, Princess Diana, Che Guevara, Neill Armstrong, Mother Theresa,
Abraham Llnooln Leonardo da \/lnor Joan of Aro Mar’[rn Lu’[her Krng

A b O R A O L Al i e e e T - LS A S PR T
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Balloon debate

(Elicit the names of two historically important people. Then draw a picture of a balloon on
the board, with someone jumping out of it.)

Work in two groups. (Allocate one of the important people to each group.) The balloon has
a leak and it can only carry one person. Convince me that your person should be the one
to survive. Why is he/she more useful to the human race than the other person? Discuss
your arguments and take turns to present them. I'll decide who has to jump.

Work in groups of five for another balloon debate. Each choose a famous person and
prepare the reasons why you should stay and the others should jump. When you have
finished, vote for the winner.

(Variation:This can be played with professions instead of individuals, e.g. lawyer, doctor.)

Britain

In small groups, discuss what you know about these areas of British history. Appoint
Q secretary to make notes.

.....................

|nvaders oolonrahsm revolutron |mper|aI|sm
k|ngs and queens the Frrst and Second World Wars

TP RP R L) e REAS EEE3 wil L L L e

Work with a partner from another group and compare notes.

Conversation 19



Rewriting history

In groups, brainstorm some important events in the history of the world. Discuss how
things might be different nowadays if the events had not happened, or had turned out
differently, e.qg. If the Spanish Armada had succeeded in invading England in 1588, Britain
would be a Spanish-speaking country.

Monuments

Work in groups. Choose a famous historical place you know well and tell your group
about it. Here are some useful expressmns

......................................................

tisin . lt was bunlt loy They used to It was used for
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3 My country
w» In pairs, each choose a country you know well and tell your partner about it.
Include these sub]ects.
' prehlstory, aholent people unn‘loatlon rellglon polltlos trade
‘ olomalrsm ahd |mper|al|sm heroes and aht| heroes revolution
(If the class is mixed nationality put them in small groups to ask each other questions
about the1r own countnes usmg these words )
When’? Who'? Where’? Why‘7 How’? What’7 How long'?
E Epochs
» In groups dlSCUSS the advantages and d1sadvantages of these eras in world hlstory
Romah Emplre European |mper|aI|sm dlsoovery of Amerloa Industrlal ReVO|U’[IOﬂ
B In groups, try to agree on the three most important people in the history of the world.
Then put these people in order of 1mportance
Winston Churchill, Wiliam Shakespeare, Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar,
Karl I\/Iarx Abraham LIl'lCOln Buddha Cleopatra Joseph Stalrn Albert Elnstelh
E [ www
B Use the Internet to identify five positive and five negative outcomes from one of the
historical periods in Epochs, above.
#» Think of a world famous monument you would like to visit and look up some of the

hohdays on offer, either in the press or on the Internet. Bring an advert to the next lesson.
n groups try to convince the other students that your idea for a holiday is the best.

B~ In groups of three or four, use the Internet to find out about one of the seven wonders
of the anaent world Work W1th another group Tell them what you found out.

...........................................................................................................

Pyramlds of Egypt Pharos of Alexanolrla Hahglhg Gardehs ot Babylon
Ternple of Artemls Statue of Zeus Mausoleum at Halloarhassus Colossus of Flhodes

-----------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------

[n your groups, what do you think are the ‘seven wonders’ of the modern world?
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Holidays

My holiday
In pCl.lI‘S use these expressmns to ask questlons about each other’s last and next hohday

Where’? What"? When'? How Iong'? Who wrth’? How’? Why’? How far’? How much’? What else’?

R R R A T S e e A A B NS A A e S L e

Whose partner had a partlcularly mterestmg hohday” Tell us about it.

Advice for travellers

What advice would you give to someone going on holiday to your country?

Work in small groups of students who all know a particular city. (Ideally, different
groups work on different cities.) Write a list of your top ten attractions for a visiting
friend, including famous places and some that tourists don’t know about.

Tourist alphabet

'll name a country beginning with the letter A. The first student will tell me the capital
city, and then name a country beginning with B, and so on. If you can’t think of a country
or the capital, you are out of the game. The winner is the last student still playing.

Family holiday

= Work in groups of six. You are members of the same family and are going on holiday
together, but you each have a very different idea about the kind of holiday you want.

Role-play this discussion.

Grandma: not abroad! Dad: sun, sea and sand
Mum: sightseeing, museums Son, 18: mountaineering/adventure
Daughter, 16: a spiritual retreat Son/Daughter, 7: theme park

B I'm going to give you some ideas for unusual holidays. Work in two groups, A and B.
Group A, brainstorm as many advantages as possible. Group B, brainstorm as many
dlsadvantages Qas p0551ble

; mushroom prckrng Antarctrc exploratlon swrmmrng wrth Sharks
cheese makrng murder mystery weekend battle re- enactment f‘

Work in pairs with someone from the other group to choose which holiday to go on.
Student A, try to agree on a holiday with Student B. Student B, tell Student A all the
disadvantages you can see with each holiday. You have to agree on a holiday to go on.

Budgets

In small groups, you are going on holiday together. I'll give each group a
budget. You must agree the details of your holiday, e.g. destination, transport, food,
accommodation and entertainment. You must keep to your budget.

(For the poorest group, estimate how much they’ll need for a hitch-hiking and camping
trip, for example. For the richest group, make sure that they've got more than they could
possible spend.)

Now imagine you are on your holiday and write a postcard.

Now imagine you are back from your holiday. Compare your experiences with those of a
student from another group.
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Adventure holidays

Work in groups of four. Imagine you have each just got back from a different adventure
holiday. Here are the four holidays; decide where you went and tell each other what you
d1d and Saw.

.....................................

the Amazon, the Himalayas Slberla the Sahara

If you have been on an adventure holiday, e.g. whitewater rafting, tell your group about it.

Projects (vww)

---------- - Visit a travel agent’s website and get some information about a variety of different types
of holiday. Work in small groups to choose your favourite holiday. Write at least five
questions you would want to ask before buying the holiday, e.g. Is transport provided from
the airport to the hotel?

Download a map of the country. Bring the map and the holiday information to class
and work in small groups to plan an itinerary and a budget for a two-week trip.

B Bring some holiday photos to class and tell other students about them.

| eisure

Hobbies

--------- » (Arrange the students so that they are standing/sitting in a circle. Stand in the middle.
Ask each of these questions to individual students at random. After they answer it, tell
them to repeat the question to the next student and make a note of the student’s answer.
Indicate that they should continue the chain so the question progresses around the class.
Meanwhile, introduce the other questions so that in the end there are lots of questions
movmg around the class. )

B R R

What Sports do you play, |f any’?
ow much time do you spend watching TV?
ave you got a hobby?
What hobby would you like to take up?
What do you do on Sunday afternoons?
How much free time do you have”?
What do you read for enjoyment?
What hobbies did you use to have as a child”?
- When and where did you last go to the seaside?
~ What are the main leisure activities in your family?

Turn your notes into full sentences, e.g. Maria wants to take up hang gliding.
In small groups dlSCUSS these questlons

frwd IOl LI LRI IR DI LT

Wwat are the main Ielsure aotwltles in the UK/USA and in your oountry’?
What about other countries?
What do you understand by the expressions ‘quality time’, the ‘work ethic’ and
the ‘leisure society'”?
- How much quality time do you get?
What do you't thmk S the nght balanoe between work and play’?

........................................................................................................
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Leisure survey
In small groups, fmd out Who

watchee the moet TV has the most rnterestlng hobby
has had the nnost hobbree has been a oolleotor of somethlng

Music

» Listen to the following questions and write your answers on a piece of paper. When you
have finished, work in small groups and ask each other the same questions using your
ANSWeErS as prompts
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Name four rnstruments in an orchestra How orten do you dance’?

- Write two adjectives to describe music. What was the first record you bought?

~ What subjects are most lyrics about? What was the last tune you heard?

- What do you know about the Beatles? What kind of audio eguipment have you got?
 Describe an instrument from your country.  What’s your first memory of music?

- Describe a concert you have been to What sa drdgendoo’?

: w
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B~ Work in small groups. Tell the rest of the group about a famous musician or singer who
you admire, If there are any musicians in your group, find out who they look up to.

» In groups, dlscuss these k1nds of music and the peOple who enjoy them
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Classrcal heavy metal techno folk church/chorr boy band tradrtronal jazz,
modern Jazz country&western Afro~Lat|n punk/thrash/grunge Hrp Hop

(If there are any musicians in the class, put them in groups with non-musicians to answer
questions beginning with the following words.)
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Island records

Imagine you have to spend the next ten years on a desert island. You can choose five
songs, two books and one luxury item, which cannot be a means of communication.
In small groups, tell each other about your choices and explain why each is special to you.

Experts

On a piece of paper, write the following three things: something you are good at,
something you are hopeless at and something you’d like to learn, e.g. DIY, wine making, to
play the guitar.

Swap papers with a partner. Find out as much information about your partner’s answers
as possible.

(Invite two or three students to prepare a lecture about their area of expertise for the next
lesson. Have a question and answer session at the end.)

Projects

» Do you have a favourite pop artist? What'’s your favourite English-language song?
Choose an English-language song to bring to the next lesson. Prepare some questions
about the lyrics, to test the class.

¥ Research evening classes available in your local area. Choose a course you would like
to join. In the next lesson report back to the class telling us when and where the course
- is and why it interests you.
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Money

Money talks

B In groups of three, discuss these questions. (If possible, group students from different
countries.)
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What is the currency in your country? |
- What is the exchange rate with the Euro / the US dollar?
.~ What's the rate of income tax and VAT in your country?
How would society work without money?
Do you think poor countries should be required to pay their debts to the rich countries?
The world’s richest three men have more money between them than the world's poorest
Sixty countries — should there be a redistribution”? How"?
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# In groups, brainstorm one advantage and one disadvantage for each of these things.
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B In groups, brainstorm some differences between rich countries and poor countries.
Choose three of the differences you came up with and agree the best way of making things
more equal.

Bills

In pairs, make a list of all the regular bills you can think of, e.g. electricity, gas, water,
community charge, etc. Discuss which you think you could reduce, and how.

In your country, what does an electricity company do when someone doesn’t pay their bill?
Imagine you haven’t paid your bill for six months. Role-play this conversation with your
partner.

Student A, you are a bailiff and you are here to take property to the value of the unpaid
bill. This will be kept until the bill, and the storage fee, is paid. There is also a fee for the
bailiff’s services. You are just doing your job.

Student B, you are a single parent and unemployed. Explain your situation to the bailiff.
Try to come to some arrangement with the bailift.

What arrangements did you come to?

Making money

In small groups, brainstorm ways of getting rich, e.g. marrying into money, winning the
lottery, buying a racehorse. Make a list of your top five.

Swap lists with another group. Decide whether you would support the other group’s
ideas and whether any are illegal or immoral. Mark the list accordingly and return it.

In your groups, choose your favourite money-making idea and make a list of arguments
to persuade someone to go into business with you as a partner.

Inventors

[n pairs, invent an object — the stranger, the better — which you think will be useful to
people. Make some sketches and write a brief description to explain it, e.g. This is a pedal-
powered computer that will give you exercise while you work.

Team up with another pair. Each pair takes turns to play the role of the bank managers.
Try to persuade the bank managers to lend you the money to produce your invention.
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Hard sell

In pairs, think of arguments to persuade people to buy these objects, e.g. empty coke can -
You could use thts as a vase.

2 snowball a drrty oomb one sook a used teabag a broken ptate oold ﬂsh and ohrps
- a olook wrth no hands a house wrth no roof a bucket W|th a hole a preoe of stnng |
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(Invite volunteers to try to persuade the class of the value of each object.)

E Sayings
In small groups discuss what these saymgs mean. Do you agree or dlsagree?
You oant buy Iove Property IS thett
. Money talks. Time Is money.
- Money makes the world go around. He who pays the piper calls the tune. |
A fool and his money are soon parted Money |s the root of all evil.
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Tell the rest of the class some money sayings from your country.

Monologues

Mini-presentations

You each have one minute to talk about the topic I give you. You must not hesitate, repeat
words or deviate from the topic. If you do, another student can challenge you and take
over the topic. Whoever is talking at the end of the minute gets a point. (You can relax the
rules by, for exomple only bonmng repetttton of nouns, or gwmg the talker two lives.)

LRt R R A e (S 8

pets, music, parties, TV, bears, wine, cars, grammar, London, clothes, computers,
smoklng pasta work the teaoher James Bond the Weather radlo Amerloa *

...........................................

Twenty-second topics
Work in small groups. Take turns to talk about the topic I give you for twenty seconds,

w1thout stoppmg
. my room, fun, my tnend thrs room, danger oornﬂakes rubbrsh oranges, snow,
hohdays money, anrrnals sport furncture ooffee astrology, the Queen soap

(Variation: Each group chooses the topics and writes them on small pieces of paper, which
they put in a pile in the middle of another group.)

Keep talking

Take turns to continue these monologues for as long as possible (up to a maximum of
three minutes).
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It’s a long time since ... | prefer ...

When | was young ... In England ...
-~ 1wish ... There’s nothing wrong with ...
- I'm proud of ... When l dhnk tea l
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EiP| L] Accepting a role

Write a few unusual conversation openers. In pairs, take turns to read out your openers.

Your partner has to respond in a convincing way, e.g. A — I didn’t know you could knit.
B — (Knitting) Oh well, it’s just a scarf. Nothing complicated.

(Here are some p0551b1e openers )

S that your baby’? Hes an absolute angel
didn’t know you did Tai Chi.

Hil Have you caught any fish yet”?

~ You never told me you had a pet tarantula.
So you Ve started smokrng orgars agarn

Speech A

-------------

Oscar winner, best man, Mourner, dlotator CEO (Chref Executrve Oﬁrcer) |
| NRA (Natlonal Rlﬂe Assooratron) guest speaker krng/queen televrsron evangelrst |

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Noughts and crosses

Work in two teams to play noughts and crosses. (Explain how the teams take turns to
place their mark - a nought or a cross — in a square of their choice, the winner being
the first to create a straight line of three squares in any direction.) Take turns to choose
a square. To win it you have to talk about the topic in that square for twenty seconds.

(If necessary, pre-teach these location expressions: in the middle, at the top/bottom, on
the left/right.)

my clothes  alcohol =~ war ¢ school = time  happiness .

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

police =~ mum  dogs = = bed = cars  birds

london =~ tea  music ©  frit = Canada  the sea

P R T Py PO TTA RTINS PP P P P

Talking with a purpose

I'll give each student a topic. In groups of three, have a conversation. Each of you should
try to turn the conversation towards your toplc

your favourrte soap opera, roast ohrcken tennrs astrology the Bntlsh F%oyal Fam|ly
the weather, your favourite recipe, a film you've just seen, your favourite holiday
destination, a ourrent NEWS story, your favounte book when you were young
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Which of you monaged to dominate the conversation?
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Newspapers

The press
In groups, discuss these questions.
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What are the main stories in the press these days?

-~ What are the differences between the tabloids and the quality dallles in the UK/USA?
Are there similar types of paper in your country?

Are newspapers free from government influence in the UK/USA and in your country?
 What political views do different newspapers have in your country’

Do you thmk newspapers should be smaller‘?

st ERR RTINS B S i - T . L L L T LR LE TR Ly s R AR N e G S R AL ek AR a e

Freedom from the press

Tell me a few celebrities who are always in the news. What kinds of things are written
about them? In groups, write some typical headlines, e.g. Exclusive! The wedding photos they
tried to ban!

In the same groups, discuss your opinions about the freedom of the press, and make
a note of your arguments for and against. How do you think the press should be
controlled, if at all?

In your groups, brainstorm a few examples of political regimes which have stifled the
press. Why did/do they do it?

Newspaper survey

# In small groups, write a list of ten questions about the newspaper reading habits of the
rest of the class, e.g. Do you read a newspaper every day? Which part do you read first?

Work with a partner from another group and ask each other your questions.

Take turns to come to the board and write up your two most interesting questions. Choose
one each and survey the class, then report back, e.g. Twenty-five per cent of the students in
the class read the Sunday papers.

B In pairs, brainstorm ten things that a newspaper can be used for, apart from reading it,
e.g. a flyswatter. Compare your list with another pair.

Projects

#» Find two articles from different newspapers about the same story and bring them into
class. In groups, make notes about the differences in how the story is covered.

B We're going to create a students’ rag — a newspaper by the students, for the students.
In polrs bramstorm some sections of Q dolly paper

~ leader, horoscope home News, obltuarles overseas news, s:tuatlons vacant hstmgs
fashion, games page v and radlo gOSSIp, Sport oomment and anaIySIS ‘

........................................

R T - L R L

Choose a section to work on in your own time. (Invite students to form small groups if
they wish.) Your articles can be about other students in class, or the teachers. Look for
some magazine photos to use, too. In a few weeks we will all put our work together.
(You'll need glue and scissors for this part. If the students have the IT skills, they can
compile the paper on computer.)

B Look in the press and find an advertisement you like and one you don’t. In the next
lesson, work in small groups and explain why you like or dislike them. Try to identify
the persuasive techniques used by advertisers. As a group, choose your favourite advert.
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Parliamentary questions

¥ In groups of three or four, discuss the differences between these systems of government:
democracy, communism, fascism, benevolent dictatorship.

------------- Work in 1 groups. Answer these queSUODS about UK politics.

weemiEallLlID DI T T A e T L e I L I L T M e A i L T A TPl

’wat are the main pohhoal parnes in the UK? (Labour Liberal Democrats, Conservative)
hat are the two Houses of Parliament? (Commons, Lords)
no is the current Prime Minister of the UK?
no are the leaders of the opposition”
nat does MP stand for? (Member of Parliament)
How many MPs are there in the UK? {659)
How often are there elections for parliament? (Every five years, at the longest)
What is the Palace of Westminster? (Houses of Parliament)
When did women get the vote? (1918)
Where does the Prime Minister live? (10 Downing Street)
What’s the name of the clock tower in Westminster Palace”? (Big Ben — actually the
name of the bell)
Can you name one of the more radical parties in the UK? (British National Party, Socialist
Worker’s Party)
- Can you name a famous Prime Minister from the past? (Churchill, Thatcher, etc.)
What does ‘Tory mean’? (Conservatwe)

S S T T T L L LT I Y SRy
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.................................

------------------------------------------------------
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Wwat are the main oolltloal pames In the USA? (Repubhcan Democrat)

What are the two Houses of Congress? (Senate, House of Representatives)

Who is the current President of the USA?

How many Representatives/Senators are there? (435/100)

How often are there elections for President/Representatives/Senators? (every 4/6/2 years)
Where is the American government located? (Capitol Hill)

Where does the president live? (The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue)

When did women get the vote? (1869 ~ in WWyoming)

How many former US presrdents can you name”?

R ol R N I T T E R E LRI KRN R L R R e T LR LR RS R R r ar : T ke e e e L rAVYANY s AL
T PP P AR B P PP N P ST LY L S PR PPN & LD PP PN SIS E LT P PRLRP PP EPRP R ST FLERPP RN
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(Single nationality classes.) Write a similar set of questions about your own parliamentary
system to test the other groups. Swap questions with another group to answer.

(Mixed nationality classes.) Tell each other about the political system in your country.

Frontiers A

Work in small groups and write a short definition of a country. Try to include as many of
these factors as you can.

_-"'"""""""""@""“"'V-'-"\---"\--a.{:. i e R R R T

Ianguage geography ethmc mmontles reglonal autonomy rellglon h|story colon:ahsm

Give some examples of groups who are fighting for their 1ndependence, e.g. the Kurds in
Irag, the Tibetans in China. Which of these factors are relevant to their arguments? What
methods do they use to achieve their aims? What do you think of their struggle? What do
you think is the best solution to each problem?

What would happen if there were no frontiers?
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Debate A

Here is a motion for a debate: There’s nothing wrong with stealing from the rich to give
to the poor.

Work in two groups: those for the motion and those against. (Place undecided students in
the smaller group. One student could chair the debate.)

Brainstorm your arguments, and anticipate the arguments of the other side. Choose three
people to represent the group. Conduct the debate, following this sequence.

1 Group A, present your arguments for the motion.
Group B, present your arguments against the motion.
2 Group A, support your arguments and criticise Group B’s arguments.
Group B, support your arguments and criticise Group A’s arguments.
3 Group A, sum up.
Group B, sum up.
4 Take a class vote.

(With large classes, run two debates at opposite ends of the room. Here are some
alternative toptcs Wnte up a contentlous statement as a motion. )

e e e ST gt 1 e e SRR G S el e s R A s

censorshn:) of the press, mlhtary service, blood sports GM tood euthanaaa
~ the welfare state, zoos, olonmg terrorism, globallsatlon drugs environment

D e B T L P P S - R L A - L PO L LR R B 3 R LR A - PORPPP LU PR LA P SRR RS N P TR TLP I LU R RN S5 RS PR P R R TR PR 04

Good and bad
Work in two teams, A and B. When I call out the topic, someone from team A must

quickly give an advantage Then someone from team B must quickly give a disadvantage,

begmmng w1th ‘Yes but

B TR Y T e S ) R i P T B L S M L L T

TV, cars, soap, clothes death alcohoi the monarchy, cofiee, havmg a baby,
the welfare state, freedom, betng self-employed, cats and dogs, English as a world
language hltchhakmg ltvmg in the UK computers belng a man, betng a woman

R T R L i A B T T L PPN PP D I TP

....................
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(Variation: Alternate which team gives the advantage and disadvantage.)

Sort it out

Work in small groups. Imagine you live together and that there are lots of problems in the

house. When I tell you the problem, you should discuss it and agree what to do. However,
one of you is being obstructive; whatever the others agree to do, you oppose. (Choose one
student in each graup to play this role.)

the sptders in the path the netghbours parttes f
the mice in the kitchen the dog hairs on the sofa
~ the smelly old carpet all the dirty dishes
~ the broken window the overgrown garden

Equal opportunities A

What is a ‘minority group’ in society? Do you think minorities are treated fairly
in your country? Can you think of any political figures who have fought for the rights of
oppressed minorities?

In small groups, discuss and agree an equal opportunities policy for a large company.
Choose a secretary to keep notes of your dec151ons Include these Issues.

s e T AR DA e L B L ALt + - S T R R B L TT Hn e e f A D301 E e s e R ERNLD 22, 0 B T R Y S T PO L PR SRR SN TN
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Left and right A
Shout out some areas of pohcy for a pohtlcal party. (Write them on the board.)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

eduoatIOh economy, envrronmeht |mm|grat|0h the hat|0ha| health system
|hterhat|onal relatrons transport agrrculture eduoatron crime, defence

R R D I R T DR IR T D R I LB Ee £ e e D At fi ke oe e s B e s e B da Fad D ¢ T D D0 i 1T DITTIENE AL RO L B s

Work in three groups: A, B and C.

Group A, you are a right-wing party. Agree your policy on the areas you brainstormed.
Group B, you are a left-wing party. Agree your policy on the areas you brainstormed.
Group C, you are TV journalists. Prepare some questions about each area of policy.

Work in groups of three, one each from groups A, B and C. Role-play a short TV debate
about each area of policy.

Projects (www)

-------- -~ Make notes about a major political story happening at the moment. Sources can include
TV/radlo news, newspapers, the Internet or conversations with other people who are
interested in the same story. Compose a news report to read out to the class. If there are two
of you interested in the same story, do it as newsreader and an on-the-spot reporter.

B Visit the White House website and make notes about what the US president is doing
at the moment. Compare notes with a partner.

Relationships

Defining relationships 2\
# Listen to this message and discuss in pairs the relationships between the people in it.

PP R B T e T T T e T I T A S I A L e e I T S S T LR

John Tve Just gone out to get some pizza for the kids’ dinner They should be back from
the park with Lisa soon. Don’t touch the kitchen wall — the paint’s still wet. Jean sent you
an e- marl Don't worry — | drdht read |t1 Oh and |f Chns calls, I'm not here tonrght Pat X

B L T i I 2 A L R

# Tell each other about some of the relationships you are in, e.g. husband/wife,
student/teacher tenant/landlord, daughter/father, etc.

"""" - In pairs, choose two or three of the following sentences and spend a few minutes
dlscussmg the events that led to the person saying them.

T T T A S S S TN T R T e T T e et LT T SR e R

I’'m in lovel We Ve splrt up' | || never speak to them agaan' I've left my Jobl |

R S L T T L T I T N L R H R B e T TE S R L PP S SR P I P L O R T PO TR D F o LL O R N S ST RN ST TSRS ST T

Swap partners with another pair. Student A, say a sentence. Student B, ask as many
questions as you can to find out about the situation. Then swap roles.

Life goes on A

In groups, discuss how someone’s personal and/or professional relationships can be
affected by these changes

L T et T -L R e

| wmnrhg the Iottery gettlng promoted at work gettrng drvoroed
havmg a baby relooatrhg to a drtferent town/oountry, alcoholism

foe e rransedses sreseneas s P R S AL Y P TSNP T LRI R DT S S P PP

Iell the rest of the group about any life-changing events that have happened to you,
or somebody you know.
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Friendship

the same person? Can men and women be best friends?
DlSCUSS these saylngs Do you agree w1th them7

R B Y L T A L B - T A T e T A =R TN PN S

Love me, love my dog.
Opposites attract.
A friend in need is a friend indeed.
Absence makes the heart grow fonder.
~ When poverty comes in through the coor, love flies out the window.
Blood is thicker than water.

T B i R e B i L N T AL b L Y LR

Do you have any similar sayings in your country? Tell us a few of them.

Love A

Do you believe in love at first sight? Does anyone know the story of Romeo and Juliet?
(Elicit the story, one sentence at a time from those who know it, with a question about
each line from those who don't, e.g. They met at a party. Whose party was it?)

In small groups, discuss the way relationships begin in different cultures. What are
the most important foundations of a successful relationship? Compare your ideas with
another group.

Famous couples

Here are some people from famous relationships. When you hear the names, shout out
thelr partners and tell us somethmg about the relatlonsh1p

EETIES B i e LT3 PPN I T LR M Iads el LTI IR e T L LI IR E e e L R R L N LT s e e e e IR DT g T e e e

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

(If the class is mixed nationality.) In small groups, tell each other about a famous couple
from your own country.

Lonely Hearts A

= In pairs, write two short announcements for a lonely hearts section in a magazine. They
Should not be for yourselves but for an 1ma91nary man and woman. Here are two examples

B T LY 3 . - . Caam e P L et nse e [ LT T P S T TN

J|II of all Trades Spontaneous energetlc F 31, |nto Chmbmg Salhng tennls danomg
drumming. Seeks honest straightforward M with GSOH for friendship+. PO Box 11483.

Tolerant, Sensitive, considerate M, 29, journalist, likes socialising, music, film. WLTM
creatwe sens:tive F 25—-85 PO Box 12951

B L I A TR L R o PP T LR R R R KT R RTIIT B T ST H P R AR R T A I A T L e e R T T O L R TR

Take one announcement each and mingle with the rest of the class to see if there’s another
lonely heart who is compatible with yours. You must find a partner, so you may have 1o
settle for someone who is ‘not incompatible’. Talk with your new partner and discuss how
you think the relationship is going to develop.

------- - In groups dlscuss the followmg questlons

Why do people oin datmg agenCIes’? Do Such relationshlps work out'?
What other ways are there of finding romance?
What is a ‘blind date’?

Do you think it’s pOSS|ble to meet your future husband/wife on the Internet?

Dornaarnresnesnnett 1L I T LT e L LI T A T e L L T R PP P TE AT ALY S L L P S LRSS AL TP PR P T S A P
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Marriage A

B In pairs, discuss your opmlons on these aspects of mamage

B T P Py ST R A AR L e T ST RN M Fam L s B TR T R A A A AR TNV NS RSN B e L S BT AT AT T N S A L e W LA SR LRT

tde best age to get marned
the importance of religion 10 marriage
the advantages and drsadvantages of arranged marnages

ERRREEEE T L L S T L T L T L R e R

Discuss the most common reasons for getting married and getting divorced.

p- In pairs, agree the terms of a marriage contract to make the responsibilities of each
person clear. Here are some issues to consider.

FEEESTEE i " T T e T R R ST R Rl E P L P P I S P T PP PNy o P Il IR NS s e e e PR F LI Y T s i e dan pena i 0L

................

relatronshlps Wrth other people Iookrng after bables payrng the b IIs housework
rnaklng money, spendrng money, nours spent at work and at home, honesty

T T L T L R

Family

- What are the differences between nuclear families and extended families? (Elicit
comporlsons from the class, e.g. Grandparents are not as well looked after by nuclear families.)

in pCllI‘S compore your famllles when you were children. Use these questlons to help you.

Dhan e LRI e e e e AT LA LI T p e b et P e SRR SR IR0 NS S B e db b e D E L R0 B

How many people were there’? Who was the head of the famrly’7

- Did you get on with everyone? How often did you see your cousins?
~ Were your parents strict? Drd you have any pets’?

How has famrly In‘e ohanged dunng your Irfetrme’?

Do you think it's acceptable for parents to smack children?

Should grandparents be put in old people’s homes?

Is it acceptable to have more than one husband or wife?

What are the advantages and drsadvantages of berng a srngle parent’?

BT R T T I T T L L Tt T L T T T S P P UTF A TS S

.................
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Project

Find a lonely hearts section in a magazine and bring it into class. Can you see any two
people in the section who might be compatible?

Science and technology

Discoveries and inventions

What technological developments and scientific discoveries have there been in the last
hundred years?

In small groups, brainstorm discoveries/inventions and the advances that have resulted
from them. Agree on a list of the top ten most significant discoveries and inventions. Here
are some suggestlons

B T P e e en e T LR e A A SR L L PP

the Wheel eleotnc:|ty, the ||ght bulb vaocrnatrons nuolear frssron
the silicon chrp, the internal combustion englne pnntrng the alphabet

A L R PP P N N A R s e cand LD DD S e A B nad e b

What would hoppen if there was suddenly no electr1c1ty in the World?
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Science fact or fiction?

Has anybody in the class read a good science fiction book, e.g. Brave New World or
Fahrenheit 4517 Tell us about the kind of future society depicted in the book you read.
Has any of it already come true?

In small groups, discuss the ways technology can help society in the future, and the
ways it can also threaten society.

Alternative science A

In groups discuss the ev1den(:e for these phenomena and your 0p1n10ns about them.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
...........................................
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.......................

Information technology

B What are the greatest changes brought about by computers? Do you think there will
ever be intelligent computers, i.e. computers that can learn?

In groups, list the advantages and disadvantages of modern technologies, e.g. International
telephone calls are very cheap. Working on computers all day is bad for your health.

# In groups, imagine a world without computers. How would it affect your day-to-day
hfe? Make a list of five inconveniences, e.q. I’d have to go to the library to get information
rather than look on the Internet.

Project (www

Use the Internet to find out about one of these people and their contribution to science. In

the next lesson, exchange 1nformat10n with another student.

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

B L T EC LT kT

Gughelmo I\/Iarcom Charles Babbage Mane Cune Ellsha Otls Lows Pasteur
William Caxton, Thomas Edison, Jean Foucault, Enrico Fermi, Albert Einstein

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sports talk
In small groups make top-ten llstS for these categones

T L N L T T RO P T T T T L T T T T T P TR S T B R R AT ER P AL P

T T R P B S T RPN ST
__________________________________________________

Compare your lists with another group.

Sporting extremes

- What extreme sports can you think of? (Elicit as many as possible and write them on
the board.) Has anyone done cmy of them? Tell us about it.

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

skydlvmg, snowboardmg bungee jumplng mountaln b|k|ng surﬁng paraghdlng

@ [n groups, imagine you have just won a ma]'or international competition in your sport.
Write a script for a television interview. Choose two of you to read it out to the class.

» In groups, invent a new sport, e.g. It's played with a bean bag and a sock. The contestants
are blindfolded ... . Which group’s sport do you think should be included in the next
Olympic Games?




Guess the game

In pairs, take turns to think of a sport for your partner to guess. You can ask twenty
questions and your partner can only answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’.

(With mixed nationality classes, find out how many of them know one of their national
sports, e.g. sumo wrestling, boules, cricket, kabbadi, baseball, ice hockey. Put them into
groups with students who do not know the sport so that they can explain it to them.)

Blood sports A

What different blood sports can you think ot? Do you think there is anything wrong with
killing animals for sport?

Work in two groups, those who support blood sports, and those who are against. Prepare
as many arguments in support of your position as you can. Try to predict the arguments
of the other group.

Work with a partner from the other group. Compare your arguments. Can your partner
manage to persuade you to change your position?

Project (ww

Use the Internet to research your favourite sportsperson. Prepare a brief presentation
for the next lesson.

Stories

Reading habits

= How important is storytelling in your culture? Do you think it is important to tell young
children stories? Why (not)? Find out about your partner’s reading habits. Here are some
questions to help you.

Are you readlng a book in your free t|me’? Whats it about’?

What kind of books do you usually read”? Why"?

What'’s the best book you've ever read? Why did you like it so much?

Are you a fast reader?
- Do you read magazines or comics”? Which ones”
- What do you think of e-books? Will they ever replace traditional books?

# Estimate how much time you spend reading every day and how much time you spend
watching TV. Note the times down on a piece of paper. Below that draw a pie chart
including the following kinds of readmg

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

novels ‘quality’ newsDapers/magazmes other press/comlcs
signs/hoardings, mstructlons study books, computer SCreens

e

Mingle with the rest of the class and compare your notes and pie chart with other students.

Planning a story
In small groups make notes on the location, character and first scene for these types of story.

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Choose your favourite and agree how the story develops and ends.
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Genres
What different types of story can you think of? (erte suggest1ons on the board as a list. )

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

.........................................

Can you think of any exomples for each type? Who wrote them?

Work in small groups. Each group is going to write the beginning of a story. I'll tell you
which type. (Allocate a different type to each group.) Appoint a secretary to do the writing,
on a separate piece of paper with your names at the top. (Give the groups a few minutes
to begin their stories.)

Now pass your story to the next group, and continue the story you receive. (Repeat this
two or three times, and then pass the stories back to the groups that started them.)

Correct any mistakes you find in the other groups’ writing, and choose a volunteer to read
the story to the class.

Fortunately, unfortunately

Work in two groups, A and B. You are going to continue some stories. Group A, you want
a happy ending. Group B, you want a sad ending. Continue these story beginnings
starting with ‘fortunately’ if you are in Group A, and ‘unfortunately’ if you are in Group B.

(The two groups toke it in turns to add to the story)

He stepped down from the trarn and there she was on the platform

Frank’s car suddenly broke down in the middle of the forest. It was a dark night ...
The prince was riding through the valley on his horse ..

We were Just a poor famrly when they drscovered orI on our Iand
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(After four or five additions, tell the next group to finish the story. Another way to do ‘this
is for pairs of students to write their addition to the story, fold the paper so that only their
line is visible and then pass it on to the next pair, who repeat the process.)

Guided story telling
Work in groups of four. Here’s the begmnmg of a story (Write it on the board.)

T T L TE P T TV T SN S PP ICPF ST EFIEEIF IIAIIEAT. al e brar e e ® [ B T T T T T T T T T i T TP O R P

........................................................

Student A, describe the old Iady to the rest of the group.
Student B, describe the granddaughter.

Student C, describe the cottage.

Student D, describe the forest and beyond.

(erte up the next hne )

____________________________________________________________________

S R I R o B s B R T R T - e R P

Agree a description of the young man: who he was, where he was from, why he was calling
at the house, etc. Finish the story, taking turns to add one sentence each. When you have
finished, work with a partner from another group and tell each other your finished story.

Story words

In groups, select twenty recently learnt items of vocabulary and write them on a large
piece of paper. Swap your paper with another group. Put the one you receive in the middle
of your group and take turns to use the words in a story, adding one line each.
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Whot’s gomg to happen next?

36

Comprehension guestions
Look at the comprehension questions and tell me what you think the story is about.

| ml

Why d|d Henry k||| Rodenck’? Who d|d he oaII then'? Were the dlamonds stlll there'?

How d|d Henry get away’? Why d|d Flona shout "You dont need the gun Jaok 7

FEUTE T N N T LTIy

In small groups, write ten similar questions for a another story which another group is
going to write. Swap your list of questions with another group, and write the story for the
questions you receive.,

Once upon a time

B (Find out how many folk stories the students know and put them into two or three
groups In Wthh they all know the same story Here are some p0551ble stories, )

LellaAniioinaIresraes e LIt IEAIIasIMIITeresaesa s cesas e e e ae dle L Do Do T DY TIIVEY S as FE T S S S S S e P S S S SR P AP PRI

Sleeplng Beauty, Hansel and Grettel Snow Wh|te and the Seven Dwarves
Jaok and the Beanstalk Draoula Goldllooks The Ugly Duokllng

F R e I T TP PP . S & 4 L T R e R L A

(In their groups, students discuss the story and remind each other of how it goes, then tell
the story to the class, taking turns to say one line each.)

------ = (With mixed nationality classes, ask the students to think of a folk story from their
countrles. Put them in groups with one or two students telling their stories to the others,
or get one volunteer to tell the story to the whole class.)

Tl

Mini sagas
['m gomg to dictate the story of Romeo cmd ]uhet erte it down
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Romeo and Juliet fell deeply In Iove but thetr parents dld not get on. Everythmg
became tragic when Juliet’s cousin killed Romeo’s best friend. There was a
misunderstanding about a sleeping potion. Romeo, thinking Juliet was dead,
commltted sumde Juliet awoke, saw Romeo made a speeow and kllled hereelf too.

....................................................................................................................................................................................
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How many words are there in the story? There should be fifty.

In pairs, write another well-known story, or the summary of a film, in-exactly fifty words.
Swap stories with another pair. Have they missed anything important? If so, try to add it
without increasing the total number of words.

Picture story

In four groups, choose one person to draw four pictures on separate pieces of paper: 1) an

animate object, 2) an inanimate object, 3) a place, 4) an action. (Collect them all together
and shuffle them.) Join another group so that there are two groups. Take half the pictures

each and use all the pictures your group receives to compose a story.

||

Projects (www)

» (For mixed nationality classes). Look up a folk story from your country on the Internet.
Ideally, it should contain illustrations and be no longer than two sides of A4 when printed
out. Bring your story to class and put it up on the wall for the others to read.

# Look up urban legends on the Internet and print one of them out to bring to the next
lesson In class, decide which one is the most interesting and which is the most =
unbelievable.
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| Survival

Message in a bottle

Does anyone know the story of Robinson Crusoe or the film Castaway? (Elicit some of the
details.) In small groups, imagine you have been shipwrecked on a desert island. Choose
ten objects to save from the ship and explain why you chose them. Compare your list with
another group.

(On the board, draw a picture of a floating bottle with a rolled up message in it.) What is
in the bottle? It tells the story of someone’s shipwreck on a desert island and consequent
struggle for survival. In your groups, talk together and make notes about what is
contained in the message and when it was sent, e.g. Left London June 1757. Violent storm,
South Pacific. No survivors, just me and cat. Found coconuts ...

When you have finished, choose someone from your group to read out your message. As a
whole class, decide which of the castaways you think most deserves to be rescued.

In the same groups, discuss what you know about the day-to-day life on board a large
salllng boat of that time. Talk about the followmg

Alive!

Imagine you are drifting on a raft in the middle of the ocean. How would you survive?
(Elicit Qas many of these issues as possible.)

T LR s D e et AR A R A A R P A A L N R L B L R A i il 0D G o A O S PRV AR A £t S DRI R

N A LRIl R P bt a st b A R D DR A L AR A R R LR P i S PR PP T PR LR L N i i I e L L e e

In three groups, imagine you are the survivors of a plane crash. The aircraft cannot be
repaired but it did not catch fire. You don’t know where the nearest people are. One of you
has a broken leg. Agree the best plan for survival and make notes. I'm going to tell you
what type of env1ronment you fmd yourselves in.

The m|ddle of the desert 2 The Amazon jungle 3 The arctle

Pass your plan to the next group. Can you spot any problems with their plan? Ask
questions to check the details, and tell them where you think they went wrong.

The great escape A

In two groups, design a regime for a high-security prison that no one will be able to escape
from. Include a plan of the building, times the different activities happen (exercise time,
lights out, etc.) and the visiting rights of the prisoners. Exchange plans with another group
and work out how to escape from their prison.

Work with a partner from the other group. Sit opposite each other across the table.

Student A, you are visiting Student B in prison. You are going to help him/her to escape.
Student B, tell Student A about your escape plans and arrange for the help you will need
when you are outside the prison walls.

Then swap roles.

Project (v

Look up wilderness survival skills on the Internet. Make notes about one of the survival
tips you see. In the next lesson, get into groups and share what you have learnt.

In the same groups, discuss how you would survive for a year in the wilderness.

Conversation 37







